It was great to once again host Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison during his visit to Cairns recently. 


The PM loves coming to Cairns and visiting some of the 
many amazing businesses we have in our city. 


But most of all he loves meeting the people that call Cairns 
and Far North Queensland home. 


This visit was no different. 


During this trip the PM visited CSF Industries and 
Australian Reef Fish Trading and met with staff and 
workers. 


Fresh off the back of constructing a chicken coup for his 
daughters (which sent the southern media into a spin) the 
PM rolled-up his sleeves and had a crack at using an angle 
grinder at CSF Industries. 


| have to say, | was pretty impressed! 


COVID-19 SUPPORT LNE 


EXTENDED & EXPANDED 





The Australian Government is ensuring senior 
Australians get the services and assistance they need 
with a $2.5 million investment to extend and expand 
the Older Persons COVID-19 Support Line. 


The support line will be extended until 30 June 2021. 


The support line has proved to be a very beneficial 
service for senior Australians who continue to face 
particular risks because of COVID-19, including social 
isolation and loneliness. 


The support line is open Monday to Friday, except 
public holidays, from 8.30am to 6pm. 


The number is 1800 171 866. 





MILESTONES 


50th Wedding Anniversary 
Tony & Valda Debondi 

Darryl & Norma Power 
William & Rhonda Kibble 
George & Cheryl Leney 
Christopher & Valmae Millar 
Lawrence & Carol Mills 


60th Wedding Anniversary 
Cecil & Holly Turner 

Angle & lrene Mustafa 

Colin and Bernice Wright 
D’Arcy and Raylee Byrnes 
Robert & Mary Gates 

Lionel & Vivienne Van Dorssen 
John & Marlene Cooper 
Mario & Lorraine Pinalli 

Brian & Leila Kosovich 
Robert & Janet Braid 

John & Margaret Blyth 

Daniel & Valerie Tokell 

Donald & Marie Ritchie 

Kevin & Rona Bradfield 

John & Janice O’Donnell 
Brian & Glenys Phillips 
Donald & Joan Kerr 


70th Wedding Anniversary 
Alun & Doreen Jones 


100th Birthday 
Ailsa Hughes 
Roo Tail 

Kathleen Hensby 
Verner Mawer 
Dawn Browne 
Esma Schweikert 
Barbara Lizzio 
Dorothy Fewings 
Noela Sheen 


10th January 2020 
31st January 2020 
2oth April 2020 

9th May 2020 

11th July 2020 

19th December 2020 


23rd January 2020 
30th January 2020 
2/th February 2020 
oth March 2020 

11th March 2020 

18th April 2020 

28th May 2020 

9th July 2020 

2/th August 2020 
3rd September 2020 
10th September 2020 
17th September 2020 
8th October 2020 
15th October 2020 
29th October 2020 
13th December 2020 
31st December 2020 


9th September 2020 


22nd April 2020 

2/th May 2020 

Oth June 2020 

31st July 2020 

14th September 2020 
5th October 2020 
15th October 2020 
2oth November 2020 
17th December 2020 





JUKKAN GORGE INQUIRY 


In my capacity as Chair of the Joint Standing Committee 
on Northern Australia, | have spent a large amount of time 
over the past three months holding public hearings into the 
destruction of 46,000 year-old caves at the Juukan Gorge 
in the Pilbara region of Western Australia by mining giant 
Rio Tinto. 


What the inquiry has uncovered thus far is nothing short of 
shocking and has made news across the world. 


It has already led to the resignations of several key senior 
Rio Tinto executives. 


The evidence received by the committee has made tt 
abundantly clear the internal culture at Rio Tinto was a 
significant factor in the destruction of these cultural sites. 


On the plastics front there Is a strong willingness from the 
array of stakeholders involved to help implement positive and 
substantial change in the plastic and waste management 
industries. 


What precisely that change is and should look like, varies 
depending on who you talk to, so too does the extent of 
proposed measures. 


It is clear however, that we need to capture more of what 
is already in existence when it comes to plastics and work 
harder to avoid the inherently wasteful nature of traditional 
linear economic models. 


Landfill can no longer be our answer, but in order to 
overcome this challenge will require coordinated systematic 
approach from industry, consumers and all levels of 
government to address the failings of the past. 


We cannot afford to get this wrong, if we can harness the 
opportunity, make the tough but necessary decisions, there 
will be economic opportunities that we can leverage in order 
to offset the costs of transitioning to a circular economic 
model. 


In order to get there, we must grapple with the reality that we 
cannot simply recycle our way out of this problem. 
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Recently, the committee travelled to the site in Western 
Australia to see the damage first-hand. 


It was an important opportunity for the committee to 
experience the fallout from the destruction from the 
perspective of those affected most directly, the Puutu Kunti 
Kurrama and the Pinikura peoples. 


For me personally, it was a defining moment in the inquiry 
process. 


Without anticipating what recommendations the committee 
will make in Its final report, | can safely say all members of 
the committee, from across the political divide, are united 
iN ensuring this never happens again. 





We won't even get close without modifying some of the 
policy settings, pulling the right levers and promoting 
consistency across jurisdictions. 


It appears to me we need changes across the whole value 
chain and from what I’ve seen in my time in this role there Is 
a significant amount of enthusiasm and good will which does 
give me some real confidence we can make this happen. 


It’s not all cost, there are economic benefits to diverting 

our waste away from landfill, we Know that for every 10,000 
tonnes of waste that Is sent to landfill there are approximately 
2.8 direct jobs. 


Whereas there are 9.2 direct jobs if the same amount of 
waste was recycled instead. 


Unless we fully commit to tackling the underlying economic 
challenges, plastic waste will continue as a blight upon the 
environment, a lost opportunity and another testament to 
the unenviable by-products of the human condition and our 
insatiable desire to consume. 


Keep an eye out for my next report, due before the end of 
the year, where I'll discuss these issues further and cover off 
on what I’ve been up to in the last six months. 












Warren 





Leichhardt 





SUMMER COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER 


To say 2020 has been a big year would be the 
understatement of the century. 


These have been truly extraordinary and unprecedented 
times. 


Nobody could have anticipated what would unfold this 
year — our lives literally changed overnight as we faced a 
worldwide pandemic, the likes not seen in more than a 
century. 


Sadly, many people lost their lives in Australia and millions 
more overseas as the virus spread around the globe at a 
staggering rate. 


However, Australia’s health response to the pandemic has 
been widely praised as one of the, If not the best, in the 
world. 


| can tell you unequivocally, the sole focus from Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison down was to keep Australians 
safe, before tackling the economic and recovery 
responses. 


The Australian Government acted quickly to protect jobs 
as best we could through the JoobKeeper and JobSeeker 
packages. 


These measures heloed keep thousands of locals in work, 
food on their tables and a roof over their families’ heads. 


There were also two $750 payments to social security and 
veteran income support recipients, eligible concession 
and health card holders, as well as recipients of family 
assistance. 


These payments were aimed at ensuring our community’s 
most vulnerable didn’t fall through the cracks during the 
pandemic. 


since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic the Morrison 
Government has provided $257 billion in direct economic 
support to cushion the blow and strengthen the recovery. 


The 2020-21 Budget committed a further $98 billion 
including, $25 billion in direct COVID-19 response 
measures and $74 billion in new measures to create jobs. 





Our plan focuses on tax relief measures, skills and 
training, building our manufacturing capacity, infrastructure 
investment and supporting families. 


However, the challenge is far from over. In fact, it has only 
Just started. 


But | have absolutely no doubt as a community and as a 
nation we will chart this course together, and we will come 
out the other side much stronger than before. 


Finally, | would also like to take this opportunity on behalt 
of myself, my beautiful wife Yolonde and my magnificent 
staff to wish you, your family and loved ones a very Merry 
Christmas and a safe and prosperous New Year. 


Warm regards, 
on 
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Warren Entsch MP 
Federal Member for Leichhardt 














COVID-19 travel restrictions certainly hampered my 
travel plans to Cape York and Torres Strait this year. 


| always plan to travel to these important parts of our 
electorate at least three times each year to meet with 
community leaders and residents. 


These two distinctly different regions hold a very 
special place in my heart and have done so throughout 
my entire political career. 


So, when the travel restrictions were finally lifted, 
visiting the various Cape York communities and the 
Torres Strait was my first priority. 


SCHOOL 
LEAVERS’ GUIDE 


My annual guide for school leavers is now 
available. 






The comprehensive guide provides information 
for school leavers on topics such as education 
and training options, financial and other support, 
finding employment useful websites and useful 
government information. 


Feel tree to come and collect one from my office 
or alternatively give the office a call on 
O07 4051 2220 if you want one posted out to you. 





It was great to meet with the newly-elected Mayors and 


Councillors in the various communities and listen to 
their plans moving forward. 


These meetings are invaluable to me as | get to hear 


about the wide-ranging issues affecting communities 


and that allows me to advocate and deliver more 
effectively on their behalf when | am in Canberra. 





The Cape York Region Package continues to 
create benefits for local communities across the 
region through better access to health services, 
employment, education and training opportunities. 


Stage 1 of the Cape York Region Package project Is 
now complete with Stage 2 work due to commence 
shortly to seal more than 15 kilometres of the 
Peninsula Develoomental Road. 


stage 2 will further open-up access to Cape York 
while strengthening the road against flooding. 


The works will seal an 11.2-kilometre section between 
Kennedy and Rocky Creek awarded to the Bama Civil 
and Downer EDI Joint Venture and a 4.4-kilometre 
section at Fairview West awarded to Road Tek. 





COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR 


| have a number of 2020-21 Leichhardt 
Community Calendars still available for 
those who would like one. 





This year’s photographic entries 
were particularly impressive with 
some amazing shots from across the 
electorate. 


Feel free to come and collect one from 
my office or alternatively give the office 
acall on 07 4051 2220 if you want one 
posted out to you. 
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The Cairns Men’s Shed has come along in 
leaps and bounds over the past few years 
and is widely regarded as one of the best 

sheds around. 


| can now announce that the funding has 
been delivered, the contract signed, and the 
shed is now owned by its members. 


| recently attended the official opening and 
| can say it made me immensely proud 

to have delivered this for an amazing 
community organisation. 


| want to personally thank Cairns Men’s 
shed president Bob Lavington and his board 
for their passion and dedication towards 
securing this fantastic community asset for 
generations to come. 








Unfortunately, this year | couldn’t attend NAIDOC Week in Cairns as | was 
required in Canberra for parliamentary sittings. 


However, my beautiful wife Yolonde through her ‘Empowering Women, 
Empowering Communities’ initiative hosted a NAIDOC event at Cairns Villa & 
Leisure Park. 


From all reports it was a fantastic event attended by many of the park’s 
residents and children. 


Activities included a smoking ceremony, traditional Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander dancers, weaving, singing as well as painting and craft activities. 


Big shout out to park owner Tony Breuer for his support and sponsorship of 
the event. 


The Morrison Government has delivered significant tax relief as part of its 
Economic Recovery Plan to create jobs, rebuild our economy and secure 
our future. 


Around 74,200 taxpayers in Leichhardt will benefit from tax relief of up 
to $2,745 this year, as a result of the Morrison Government's tax relief 
measures which have already passed Parliament. 


These measures include: 

e the low income tax offset will increase from $445 to $700 

e the top threshold of the 19 per cent tax bracket will increase from 
$37,000 to $45,000; and 

e the top threshold of the 32.5 per cent tax bracket will increase from 
$90,000 to $120,000. 


Bringing forward stage two of the Personal Income Tax Plan has already 
seen thousands of Far North Queensland taxpayers get a tax cut backdated 
to 1 July 2020. 
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Recently | travelled to the Lakeland Irrigation Areas 
scheme site to inspect the progress of work in this 
game-changing project. 


Regional Development Australia Tropic North has 
worked with federal and state governments to 
progress the project further, receiving $10 million in 
funding to undertake the detailed business case In 
May 2020. 


SMEC has been appointed as the principle project 
manager and an Advisory Committee has been 
established to oversee progress of the detailed 
business case. 


Attended more than 15 COVID Leadership and 
Recovery meetings with Mayor Bob Manning and 
state Cairns MP Michael Healy. 


Attended the $50 million CQUniversity Cairns 
Campus proposal launch with Vice-Chancellor and 
President Professor Nick Klomp. 


Attended the first interstate flight arrival at Cairns 
Airport after COVID travel ban/restrictions were lifted. 


Attended the launch of the 2021 Great Barrier Reef 
Masters Games at the Cairns ZOOM and Wildlife 
Dome. 


Travelled to Cooktown, Hopevale, Mossman and Port 
Douglas to meet with community leaders, community 
organisation and residents. 


Should the detailed business case support the 
construction, the dam will yield 80,OOOML pa, 
facilitate 10,000 ha high value crops (16,000 ha 
indirect) and create 1,000 construction jobs and 
1,200 full time equivalent jobs on completion. 


Tenders were called for operational services and 
drilling contractors in August 2020. 


Community engagement, environmental impact and 
cultural heritage studies are underway with site test 
drilling commencing in November. 


Watch this space! 





e Attended the launch of the Munro Martin Parklands 


stage 2 Redevelopment project. 


e Visited Tropical Reef Shipyards to view works 
completed under federally-funded initiatives. 


e Attended the Wheels of Wellness Mobile Van launch 


with Dr Amanda Roberts. 


e Attended the official opening of upgrades at Our 
Lady Help of Christians School with Bishop Foley. 


e Attended the official opening of the CAPTA Wildlife 
Immersion Experience at Port Douglas. 


e Attend the Tourism Port Douglas Daintree AGM. 


e Attended the official opening and ownership 
ceremony at the Cairns Men’s Shed. 


